
Hi All... 
On Tuesday I made one of my all too infrequent pilgrimages to the Wye valley. New water 
for me, the delights of Millers Dale and beyond.  
 
I bought the day through the 2009 Wild Trout Trust auction. Two rods on Cressbrook & 
Litton with Stuart Crofts as guide for the day; so it was a day that was always destined to be 
a bit special. To be honest, my mind is still in overdrive from the experience, a day full of 
challenge, excitement, bonhomie, fantastic scenery and fishing that makes a fertility clinic 
redundant... and trying to stitch the day into a coherent report is somewhat challenging!  
 
I went along with Sewinbasher, and the night before I had stopped over at his place, 
salivating over pictures of (Monmouth) Wye Salmon and Sheelin brown trout, drinking his 
calvados and trying the patience of his charming wife... something I have a propensity for 
with the fairer s3x. 
 
So... in the morning... hands shaking either in anticipation or from delirium tremens, we set 
off. We rocked up at the hut on beat 2 to be met by my kind of English breakfast cooked by 
David Percival. The reputation of this guy is legendary, and for those who have never met 
him... it should be on the to do list of all fly fishers... particularly those who are sensitive and 
shy of criticism... he will really help you get over these traits with some confidence building 

and nurturing asides   
 
We took the day at a very leisurely pace and before we started fishing, we were treated to 
an entomology class from Stuart. One word: unbelievable! The guy is a genius, and has such 
passion and enthusiasm for his subject that you cannot help but be infected by it. I can 
honestly say that a day in his company has been life changing so far as my outlook on the 
denizens of the river bank. Fishing with Stuart and listening to how he relates his fishing 
directly to the eating habits of the fish and the life cycles of the insects was marvellous.  
 
It seems obvious I know, but how many of us stick a favourite nymph or dry on and expect to 
catch? Ok, we will catch some fish but... will we catch the discriminating ones? I learned a 
big lesson in Stuart's company. We had been fishing for a while, casting rising fish and the 
occasional nympher and doing pretty well, when we found a pair of beautiful wild rainbow 
trout lying - as Stuart said - "Like a pair of Purdeys" just where you'd expect, in a deeper 
faster hole just in-stream from some overhanging foliage. They were close enough for us to 
see that they were feeding regularly... tiny sipping rises within a 2ft diameter of their holding 
stations. Well we watched these fish and cast to them for about 45 minutes and they 

ignored absolutely everything we chucked at them  which was odd... they were in faster 
water and you'd have thought that they would be opportunistic and grab a bite of whatever 
floated overhead. Not a bit of it. We changed fly pattern about half a dozen times before 
settling on a little shuttlecock emerger. First cast: wallop! 

 



 
 

It felt like we'd just cracked the enigma code! So... next to cast for the other fish, which after 

a short rest, was back on. 

 

QED! 

 



both SB and myself had plenty of gorgeous fish... despite the wind, which was an absolute howler. 

 
Here are a few more pics from the day: 
 
SB exploring a lovely run: 

 

company and banter (Sewinbasher... do you fancy relaying the story from the hut ), and 

The rest of the day was fantastic though... sensory overload from the scenery, marvellous 
than the above moment... it was worth the auction fee for that little learning cycle alone. 
acquired one of Stuarts little pumps! To be honest, the day didn't get any more satisfying 
emerger stayed on and fish continued to be far more obliging! Needless to say, I have also 
their stomach and both were full of little olives just coming shedding their shucks. The 
What was really amazing was that on each fish, Stuart delicately pumped the contents of 
 

 



 

 

...successfully so: 

 



 
 
A nice brown: 

 



 
 
Stuart offering some sensible advice: 

 








